Final Project
The project will contain original news reporting and content that will provide a compelling multimedia look at a story. The project must include 12-15 paragraphs of text and three multimedia elements—for example, slideshow, video, blog, detailed map, etc. You will present the project to the class, outlining successes, challenges, and what you learned.

Worth 20 percent of your final grade:

Maximum points for final project: 100

· 30 pts – 10 pts each for Layout/Design/Flow as follows:
· SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION: Your site should follow the rules of search engine optimization discussed in week 2 and beyond: Do the titles match the headers? Are the URLs descriptive? Are links used appropriately?

· NAVIGATION AND FLOW: Can people move easily between pages? Consider using some sort of navigation bar throughout your site that will allow people to jump to and from different sections freely and without confusion.

· CONSISTENCY: How consistent is your design throughout your site? A well-designed site will have the same “look” throughout—same fonts, same general colors, similar layout, etc.
· Note: As this isn’t a design class, you should feel free to use Web site templates for your pages. A template will make building yourself significantly easier than doing everything from scratch.

· 25 pts – Writing:

· Main text as well as the accompanying text should follow the rules of internet writing discussed in week 1 and beyond.

· Does long text contain links? Subheads? Lists if needed? Are the links formatted properly?

· Remember that most of your text must be written "straight." Editorializing is strictly for blogs.

· 45 pts – 15 pts for each multimedia feature (you may choose three of any of the following):

· MAP: A 15-point map includes at least three points of interest (locations/landmarks). Each point should include at the very least a label/title and some descriptive text.

· PICTURE STORY: A 15-point picture story includes at least 10 different images that tell a different part of the whole story. The images should have headers and captions, and should be accompanied by some descriptive text.

· AUDIO STILLS PIECE: A 15-point picture story includes at least 10 different images that tell a different part of the whole story and that work well with the accompanying audio. The audio should be clean and include both vocals and natural sound, and the images should have headers/captions and should be accompanied by some descriptive text. 

· VIDEO: A 15-point video is at least 2-minutes long (no less) and contains interviews and other elements necessary to get your point across. Relatively “raw” video is acceptable in only very specific cases (e.g., speeches), but check with me first. All videos should be accompanied by some descriptive text and should include good audio and video as discussed in the class.   

· BLOG: A 15-point blog includes at least five blog entries. If your final project is on an upcoming event, for example, you could blog about things leading up to the event. If it's about a sports team, blog about their games during the season and what they’ll need to do to succeed in the future. Remember that you may only include your personal thoughts/editorializing in a blog—nowhere else.

· OTHER: If you have other ideas for multimedia elements on which you wish to be graded (such as charts and graphs/infographics) please see me for approval.

Important dates:

· March 30: Come to class prepared to discuss your final project ideas. For your number one idea, you need to: 

· Write a proposal: A half-page or one-page summary of the topic you’re covering and the three or more multimedia elements you’ll incorporate

· Create a storyboard outlining how the elements work together. 

NOTE: You will turn in both the proposal and storyboard.

· April 23:  Final project progress review. We will meet one-on-one to discuss the progress of your project. 

· April 27: Final projects presentation. 

